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in the right manner, at the right time and repeated the fewest
times.
It would appear that volunteers in Calcutta have not been
trained to keep order at meetings, for I have noted that, if the
people are instructed beforehand, they generally obey the direc-
tions. Expression of love cannot be forced on anyone. If it is ex-
plained to the people that remaining quiet is also a sign of love or
respect, they will immediately understand the idea. I tried this
experiment in two meetings. My feet got crushed as I was passing
through the mass of people and I was irritated by the slogan-
shouting. At one place, it took me twenty minutes to reach the
rostrum. At both these places I devoted one-fourth of my speech
to the need for remaining quiet at meetings, preserving peace and
making room for the leaders to pass. The result, at both the places,
was that on our leaving the meeting they made way for us, there
was no slogan-shouting and the people did not get up till we had
left and so, while earlier it had taken twenty minutes to make our
way through the crowd, it took only one minute while leaving.
From this experience, I judge that, if the people are given
instructions in advance, they will certainly understand them and
act accordingly. It is my belief that by and large the people rea-
lize the need for preserving peace and are eager to do so.
Now let us suppose the converse of all this. Imagine for a while
that the people are all quietly seated. Everybody's eyes and atten-
tion are turned to the leader who is the guest. Imagine now that a
quarrel starts somewhere in this peaceful gathering. Imagine that
everyone remains calmly seated where he is. The result would be
that the voice of the leader would reach every person in the
audience. He can even go to the men who are fighting and calm
them. Even if this does not happen, the fighting would not spread
when nobody wants it and we would not be accused of disturbing
public peace. In the army, this is how they act. Everyone keeps
to his place. No person can leave his place and go elsewhere till
he is ordered to do so, nor can he interfere in other matters. We,
too, are a non-violent army fighting for swaraj. We also have to do
our duty keeping to our own place. We need not concern ourselves
with what others are doing. We know that other workers will look
after matters in their respective fields. A non-violent army de-
mands, or should insist upon, greater discipline, self-restraint and
orderliness than what are necessary in an army equipped with
arms.
I had a bitter experience of scheming as well as of love in Cal-
cutta. The bitterness prevailing among the different parties in